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Baghdad Timeline
Baghdad is a city that is shaped by outside factors just as much as internal factors



Age of Empires (Pre 762) 
Babylon (550 BC)



Mesopotamia 

• The history of Iraq begins 
with the very dawn of 
civilization

• Land of 2 Rivers; Tigris and 
Euphrates 

• Birth Place of multiple 
ancient Civilizations and 
Cities 



Age of Empires 
Uruk (+/- 3600 BC) 

• The world’s first city around 3,600BC
• The largest urban center on earth with a population 

estimated at up to 80,000
• 240 KM south of Baghdad
• Some think the Arabic title for, al-Iraq, is derived 

from its name



Age of Empires 
Ur (+/- 2900 BC)

• Ur estimated to have 65,000 Inhabitants
• 350 KM south of Baghdad
• Birth Place of Prophet Abraham 



Babylon 
(+/- 550 BC)

The City of Babylon was the 
largest and wealthiest in the 
ancient world, with 50,000–
60,000 inhabitants

80 KM south of Baghdad 



Ctesiphon

• Winter capital of Sasanian empire

• Located on the left side bank of the 
Tigris River (32 km) southeast of 
Baghdad

• The hall has the largest single-span vault 
of un-reinforced brickwork in the world

• Arabs conquered the city in 637

• By 763 Ctesiphon deserted ruins used as 
a quarry for building materials of the 
new city of Baghdad



Baghdad (762-1258)
The Age of Creation



1258 years of Urban Politics 
in Baghdad 

762 – 766 

Construction of 
Round City

766 – 1258

Abbasid Caliphate 

1 Million Population

1258 – 1534 

Mongols, Persians 
Turks.

15,000 Population

1534 – 1917

Ottoman Empire

100,000 Population 

1917 – 1931 

British Mandate

200,000 Population

1931-1958

Iraqi Kingdom

500,000 Population

1958 – 2003 

Iraqi Republic

6 Million Population 

2003 – 2011 
American Occupation

2011-2020

New Iraq

2011-2020

Current Situation

8 Million Population 



The Age of Creation
The Round City (766) 

• The first nucleus of the city of Baghdad 
was the "Round City" (Madinat al-Salam)

• Founded by the Abbasid caliph al- Mansur 
and completed in 766 

• On the west bank of the Tigris in a 
strategic location in the middle of 
Mesopotamia. 

• The original master plan, of city 2km in 
diameter

• A clear identity: A Capital City 



Baghdad – Capital City 



The Age of Creation
Baghdad (762-1258)

• In the 8th and 9th centuries, 
under Abbasid caliphs, 
Baghdad became one of the 
world's great cities and the 
capital of a vast empire

• Baghdad, also spelled Bagdad, 
was also called  Madīnat al-
Salām (Arabic: "City of Peace")

• Baghdad was by far the 
greatest construction project in 
the Islamic world



Capital of the Islamic 
Golden Age
(8th-13th century)

• The Islamic Golden Age, 8th-
13th century, was one of the 
most significant periods of 
human flourishment in 
knowledge and progress, 
with Baghdad as its focal 
point

• The City encouraged 
scholars from across the 
known world. As its wealth 
and fame grew, more 
scholars came to the city 
from all over civilization. 



Global City 

• Baghdad’s population had 
reached 1 million within a 
century

• In Comparison, Constantinople 
of the Byzantine Empire had a 
population of 500,000

• The world’s largest, most 
prosperous, and celebrated city

• House of Knowledge, 
Translation Movement, and 
religious freedoms helped to 
create a strong global identity 
for anyone seeking knowledge



Center of learning                            
(8th to 9th centuries)
Mustansiriya (1227)

• Abbasid Caliphate al-Mustansir built 
beautiful university   premises at 1227

• Mustansiriya taught many different 
disciplines, such as medicine, math, 
literature, grammar, philosophy, and Islamic 
religious studies.



The Siege of Baghdad (1258)
Lasting for 13 days from January 29 till February 10



The Age of Occupation and Destruction
The Siege of Baghdad (1258)

• Hulagu allowed his army a 
week of rape, pillage, and 
murder to celebrate the 
victory

• Every building in Baghdad was 
destroyed

• Hulagu Army Threw Many 
Books into the Tigris River, 
they Formed a Bridge that can 
Support a Man on Horse 

• The river turned red and then 
black with the ink of Books

• The Mongol conquest of the 
Bagdad effectively ended the 
Islamic Golden age



Baghdad fell into a period of decline

1258-1638: Period of Conflicts 1638-1917 Ottoman Empire

Baghdad  became a neglected frontier province ruled from 
the Mongol capital of Tabriz in Iran. 

• In 1401, Baghdad was again conquered, by Turco Mangal 
Timur("Tamerlane") 

• (1400–1469), Qara Qoyunlu(Black sheep) Turkman Trible 

• (1469–1508) Aq Quyunlu Turkman Trible (White  sheep) 

• (1508–1638) Safavid Persian Empire 

For centuries, Baghdad was affected by conflicts between 
the Safavid Persians and the Ottoman Turks. 

• During Sultan Murad the Ottoman Empires the Turk 
reoccupied Baghdad In 1534,  till 1917.

• Under the Ottomans, Baghdad fell into a period of 
decline. 

• The Ottomans administered Iraq and adjacent areas as 
three different provinces



Baghdad fell into a period of decline

1258-1638: Age of Conflicts 

• Baghdad  became a neglected frontier 
province ruled from the Mongol capital of 
Tabriz in Iran. 

• In 1401, Baghdad was again conquered, by 
Turco Mangal Timur("Tamerlane") 

• (1400–1469), Qara Qoyunlu(Black sheep) 
Turkman Trible 

• (1469–1508) Aq Quyunlu Turkman Trible 
(White  sheep) 

• (1508–1638) Safavid Persian Empire 

• For centuries, Baghdad was affected by 
conflicts between the Safavid Persians and 
the Ottoman Turks. 

1638-1917 Ottoman Empire

• During Sultan Murad the Ottoman Empires 
the Turk reoccupied Baghdad In 1534,  till 
1917.

• Under the Ottomans, Baghdad fell into a 
period of decline. 

• The Ottomans administered Iraq and adjacent 
areas as three different provinces



Baghdad 17th – 18th

Century

• Population of Baghdad during 
the visit of French, Jean-
Baptiste Tavernier in 1652 was 
less than 15,000 with less than 
5 km Diameters

• Population of Baghdad during 
the visit of a German, Carsten 
Niebuhr, who visited Baghdad 
in  1765, was about 50,000.

• Population of Baghdad during 
the visit of In 1853 population 
of Baghdad was 60,000.

• In 1907 population of Baghdad 
was 145,000.



Under Ottoman Empire 
Construction of fence 
along the western side 
of the City 

Baghdad 18th Century



Baghdad 
(1853) 
60,000 
thousand 
inhabitant 

Felix Jones 1853



Baghdad 
( Late 19th  /early 20thCentury)

• In the late Ottoman period, significant changes 
took place in the city  during the rule   of   
Namik Pasha (1860)   and   Midhat  Pasha (1869)

• Midhat Pasha initiated the  demolition  of the 
wall and opened expansion outside the 
surrounding wall for the first time after 800 
years

• The Opening of Al-Rashid Street, which is a 
crucial indicator of the modern road network

• The above-destroyed neighborhoods that date 
back over 1,000 years 

• In 1869, a new tram was opened between Al 
Karah and Kadmia 



Baghdad in the early 20th century



The Urban Growth
Baghdad through History

Baghdad till 766-18th Century Baghdad 18th till mid 20th Century



Baghdad (1917-1958) 
The Age of Planning
Baghdad designated the capital of the newly formed Iraqi state. 1917



Demolition of Historical Baghdad Gates



The Fall of 
Baghdad 
(11 March 1917)

• The Ottoman authorities 
evacuate  Baghdad on 10 
March 1917. The British 
captured Baghdad without 
a fight on 11 March 1917

• A week later, General 
Maude spoke to the people 
of Baghdad, saying, “Our 
armies do not come into 
your cities and lands as 
conquerors or enemies, but 
as liberators.”



Baghdad (1917-1931)

• British Mandate 

• Garden City 

• Capital of new state of Iraq

• Baghdad airport opened 1931 



The Age of Planning (1910-1958)
Master Planning for Baghdad

1921

Westernisation of 
Baghdad begins with a 
new identify “Garden 
City” by Engineer Wilson 
who was implement the 
first master plan of 
Baghdad and open 
Sadoon Street

1933 

Bus Network was created 
to connect Baghdad 

1936 

Bereck and 
Bronoweinever, a German 
consultant, develops the 
first comprehensive 
master plan.

The population of 
Baghdad has increased 
dramatically to 
approximately 500,000 a 
million

1956 

The Iraq Development 
Board is formed and hires 
Dioxides to prepare a 
master plan. 

A Master Plan for 
Baghdad, by British 
planners Minoprio, 
Spencely, and Macfarlane, 
with markings by 
architects Frank Lloyd 
Wright, 1956

New Bridges and roads 
were opened in Baghdad 



Baghdad
(20th Century) 

• The 1907 population of Baghdad 
as 145,000.

• In, 1910 the construction of Earth 
Dam by Nadim Pasha.

• In ,1911   Kahlil Pasha begun the 
work to open Jamal Pasha street , 
then Rashed street

• In 1917, The construction of  
Eastern dam along Baghdad's 
eastern border by British. 

Old Baghdad 



Baghdad
(20th Century) 

Expansion in 2 directions, namely, 
to the Adhamiya region in the 
northwest and towards Diyala in 
the southwest.

The city has expanded out of the 
old central areas, represented by 
Rusafa on the east bank of the 
Tigris river, Karkh on the west 
bank, and Kadhimiya and 
Adhamiya towards the north. 

Old Baghdad 



More Master Planning of Baghdad 

A plan of Baghdad during 
and after the British period

A plan of Baghdad during 1960 s



Baghdad Master Plan 
(1954)

• In 1956, a British company, 
Minoprio and Spencely and P. W. 
Macfarlane, was assigned to 
create a master plan. 

• The Plan was made for an 
ultimate population 1.5 Million 

• It had proposed a road system to 
connect the premodern urban 
fabric core with new river bridges 
and outlined zoning principles .

• In this proposal, the historical area 
of Baghdad was given 4 colors 
classifying land use, and one of 
these was defined as commercial 
or business use. 



Western and Eastern 
Baghdad Development 
Plan 1956

• Doxiadis Associates also scoped 
to conduct housing projects 

• The Eastern Housing Project was 
covered an area of about 375 ha. 
Divided into 7 equal size sector. 
Currently Known as Al Sadar City 

• The Western Baghdad 
Development Scheme was to 
house a population of 100,000. 
Divided into 7 equal size sectors



Baghdad Master Plan 
(1958)

• The Iraq Development Board asked Doxiadis’ Greek 
firm to prepare a housing programme for Baghdad. 

• The Plan was made for an ultimate population 3 
Million 

• Assigned in 1955 Doxiadis Associates’ the master plan 
for Baghdad and invited world-famous architects.

• Doxiadis master plan of Baghdad was based on the 
concept of linear expansion, namely, ‘Dynapolis, 
meaning a dynamic city’ 

• since 1958, Baghdad adopted significant 
comprehensive development, whether in the oldest 
parts or outside the remaining wall. 

• Within the outer areas, and beyond the oldest district 
of the city, Baghdad extended widely in a semicircular 
shape, which considered the traditional zone as the 
centre and thus the starting base for expansion and 
development 



The Age of Planning (1958-1980)



Baghdad (2000) 
Master Plan  

• The Iraqi government asked Polservice, a 
Polish planning team, to replan the city 
and prepare a proposal for a 
Comprehensive Development Plan for 
Baghdad to be achieved by 2000.

• The Plan was made for an ultimate 
population 4 Million 

• 3 zones were suggested: Greater 
Baghdad, Inner city, and Baghdad’s 
suburban zone. Also, proposing eight 
secondary sub-centers.

• This attempted to reduce the pressure 
on the current city centre through the 
non-centralization of activities and 
services. 



Baghdad in the 
1973-1985

• During the 1970s 
Baghdad 
experienced a period 
of prosperity and 
growth because of a 
sharp increase in the 
price of petroleum, 
Iraq's main export. 
New infrastructure 
including modern 
sewage, water, and 
highway facilities 
were built during 
this period.

• The 8-year war 
between Iraq and Iran 
(1980–1988) clearly 
influenced the 
progress of 
development projects, 
particularly those 
related to Baghdad’s 
city centre; for 
instance, this affected 
the substantial project 
to develop Haifa 
Street on the Karkh 
side (1981–1985) 



Baghdad (1980s)
The Peak of Urban Development in the City 



Urban projects 
(1973-1985)

• In late 1970s, preparation of   a  
detailed study of  transport, 
including Baghdad Metro 

• In 1981, Baghdad Metro project 
planning not implemented due 
to war with Iran

• Completion of a Study-Karkh 
Development project

• The Haifa Street  project started 
and was accomplished in 1985

• Studying the development of the 
Baghdad area by Japanese JCP

• Ring Highway network created in 
1983 

• High and Midrise building 
introduced for first in Baghdad 
(Haifa Street 



The Age Deterioration   
(1985-2003)
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The Occupation of Baghdad (2003)



Establishing 
a System of 
Local 
Government 
in Baghdad 

• In 2003, Americans set up Neighborhood Advisory Councils 
(NACs) in both the city and in the region 

• The goal of NACs is to allow people in neighborhoods to 
discuss issues of reconstruction, safety, security, and politics

• They set up a 100 of Neighborhood Councils 

• The NACs then elected members to the District Advisory 
Councils (DACs).

• Within Baghdad Province there were 15 districts, 9 within 
the city and 6 more in a circle outside the city (Regional). 

• Each of those 15 districts wound up having a District Council 
of about 30 people. 

• Those District Councils to set up 2 more councils. One was a 
City Advisory Council with 35 members on it and the other 
was a Regional Advisory Council that was representing the 
They set up a council of about 14 members.

• Thus Baghdad has a Neighborhood Advisory Councils (100), 
District Councils (15) and a City Council (35) and a Regional 
Council (14). 

• Then the City and the Regional councils voted and set up one 
more council which was a Provincial Council, what they call a 
state assembly in the U.S.



Election of 
Mayor 

• Now, this is the first time in 5,000 years, the first 
time ever, that there has been any kind of a 
representative government in Baghdad 

• A Position was advertised by City Council:  Mayor 
of Baghdad 

• 99 Candidates applied for Mayor of Baghdad 
• 28 Candidates were interviewed and shortlisted 
• 8 Candidates as final candidates 
• 8 final candidates presented their vision of 

Baghdad to Provincial Council
• City Council voted in secret to choose a Mayor
• 33 Votes (from 49 council members) to become 

the 1st elected senior government official in Iraq’s 
History 



Issues (2004-2005) 

Social Fabric • Sectarian tension and Looting 

Water • Shortage of 3 Million Cubic Meters of drinking water 

Transportation 
• Lack of public transportation systems (as proposed since 

1970s) and several blockades (Green Zone) that hinder traffic 
circulations  

Governance • Lack of clarity in Justification between Governor and Mayor 

Zoning and Bylaws
• No rule of law and no respect for zoning bylaws and 

allocation of land 

American 
Occupation 

• Military presence in City 

Budget • $85 Million for a city of 6 Million 



Good Politics gives 
people influence 
over Urban Planning 

• Democracy is built on the fundamental right for an 
individual  to influence government

• City government is the most direct form of influence 

• If City does not meets direct needs, then relation and 
identify is questioned  



Politics & Urban Planning Impacts on Baghdad  

Politics

Capital City 

Mongol Invasion 

Foreign Influence 

British Mandate 

Republic of Iraq 

Gulf War(s) and Sanctions 

American invasion

Global City

Urban 
Development

City Identify: Round City

Destruction of Identify

Stagnation of Social Fabric

Modernization 

Infrastructure Development 

Deterioration 

Destruction of Social Fabric 

Ownership of City 



Baghdad 
2030 

Baghdad will have 10 
million people in 

2030; It has 2 
foreseen 

Alternatives: 

Global 
City 

Slum    
City 



Urban 
Resiliency 

• Education 

• Enforcement 

• Engineering 

• Governance  

• Public Input & influence 

• Broken-Window Theory 

• Single Identify 

• Globalization of Baghdad 

• Social Equity 

• Sustainability



Conclusion 
In Baghdad’s History, decision-making was a top-down approach, issued 

from authorities, and with limited consideration from the community



Conclusion 

Based on its History, Baghdad…

▪ is a Resilient City 

▪ is Global City

▪ is Growing to become a Mega City  

▪ is full of history and culture, 

▪ needs good Infrastructure capacity 

▪ needs to rebuild relationship with its people 
through a democratic Urban Planning 
Process 


